blood-drawing habits of critical care nurses at our hos¬ pital revealed a 2.99-mL mean discard blood volume to clear an arterial line, with only 9.4% not discarding any blood. For each patient enrolled in the study, the num¬ ber of blood tests and blood draws were recorded dur¬ ing the first two 24-h periods after admission to the ICU.
The amount of blood required by the laboratory for each blood test was totalled. In the arterial line group, the mean discard volume was added to the total for each blood-drawing procedure.
Increases were found in the number of blood tests 
